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History and Location

• Shoreacres is a private club designed by Seth Raynor and it opened for 
play in 1922.

• The club is situated on Lake Michigan about 40 miles north of Chicago

• The club owns 156 acres and has roughly 52 acres of “fine turf”

• Greens are mainly Poa/Bentgrass and are 6 acres in size and we maintain 
them at .110”

• Tees are Bentgrass and are about 2 acres in size and mowed at .300”

• Fairways and apporaches are 44 acres and are also mowed at .300”

• We also have 12 acres of ravines. Glacial ravines like this only exist on the 
North Shore of Chicago. We have four massive ravines that wind through 
the property.

• The ravines play a huge role in the routing and strategy of Shoreacres.



Seth Raynor

• Seth Raynor was the Protégé of C.B. MacDonald

• He was a civil engineer and surveyor when hired by MacDonald to help 
survey National Golf Links of America in Southampton, New York.

• Seth was known for his excellent routing

• He was not a golfer, so his designs looked a little contrived and engineered 
with hard lines.  

• He is responsible for designing courses such as Fishers Island Club, Chicago 
Golf Club, Camargo Club, and Yeamans Hall Club.

• C.B. and Seth are known for utilizing template holes from all over the U.K. 
and Europe on their courses.



A few of our templates…



Leven

• The Leven is derived from Leven Links in Scotland. 

• The hole is typically a short par 4 that bisected by perpendicular bunkers.

• The mound in front of the green can have a bunker in front of it too. The 
mound must block at least a third of the green but no more than half. 



# 3 Leven



Biarritz

• The Biarritz is a long green. Typically 80 yards deep 
and a half acre in size.

• It is derived from Biarritz Country Club in France and 
the hole no longer exists.

• There is a large swale running perpendicular to the 
hole in the middle. It can be up to four feet deep.

• Because of the length you are supposed to hit the 
front of the green and let it run through the swale to 
the back tier. 
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Biarritz



Eden

• A par 3, Severe slope from back to front.

• Derived from the 11th at St. Andrews

• The bunkers that flank front of the green are named 
for two friends of Old Tom Morris from St. Andrews. 
The left is the named the “Hill” and the right is 
named the “Strath”

• The bunker along the back is there to represent the 
Eden River



#8 Eden



Short

• This hole is a replica of the 8th at St. Andrews

• A mere pitch shot that is always downhill

• The green has a thumbprint depression that has a 
small horseshoe ridge around it.

• Ours has four small mounds around the thumbprint



#12 Short



#12 Short



Redan

• The original Redan is based off of the 15th

green at North Berwick in Scotland

• It is a long par 3 and the green is typically at a 
45 degree to the tee. 

• The large berm to the right is used to push the 
ball to the back left of the green without 
trying to clear the treacherous front bunker.



#14 Redan



The restoration

• What were goals of the club?

• Could we do the entire project at once for 
relatively low price?

• There isn’t much information about what the 
course used to look like except for an aerial 
photograph from 1937.









Green Expansions

• The greens had significantly shrunk over time

• Previous Superintendents had attempted to 
restore them to their original size.

• We probed around the edges looking for 
cinder or any changes in the soil that would 
indicate where the green used to be.

• We also knew that we wanted the ball to run 
off the edge into bunker. 



Green Expansions

• They were cored out to a two inch depth and 
refilled with a sandy six to mimic our existing 
profile. 

• They have been aggressively aerified 9 times 
since the restoration and now look, act and 
play the same as the existing green.

• We used 007 and Alpha Bentgrass sod. 

• We added about a half acre of greens.



Green Expansions
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Green Expansions



Fairway expansions

• Like the greens, the fairways and shrunk 
significantly over time

• Several key natural features were lost.

• Because the size had shrunk, the holes didn’t 
play how they were intended.

• We wanted the Bentgrass to run to the edge 
of the bunker like it was intended to be. 



Fairway expansions

• The Bentgrass was sodded around the bunker 
edges from our Practice Facility which was 
Penn Trio.

• The fairways were sprayed with Round Up, 
tilled, leveled, seeded with Penn Trio and 
covered with Futerra blankets.

• We also added about 70 irrigation heads to 
cover the new turf.



Fairway expansions



Fairway expansions



Fairway expansions



Fairway Expansions



Fairway Expansions



Tees

• The club wanted to add a little length to the 
course while being faithful to design and feel of 
the course.

• We wanted to move some forward tees to help 
the shorter hitters. There are several forced 
carries off of the tees.

• In all 14 tees were added or restored. 
• All tees were “squared off” during my first 

summer at Shoreacres.



Tees

• The tees were all sodded with Penn Trio or sod 
we took from somewhere else on the 
property.

• They are constructed out of 4” of divot mix



Tees
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Tees



Bunkers

• For the most part the bunkers were in the 
proper location and were the appropriate size.

• We wanted to add the proper amount of sand, 
new drainage and new sod to the faces. 

• Faces were sodded with Turf type tall fescue 
and we used a local bunker sand.



Bunkers



Bunkers
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Bunkers



#15 before



#15 After



Conclusion

• We were able to rebuild all 92 bunkers, add a half 
acre of greens, 10 acres of fairways, and rebuild 
14 tees and remove about 500 trees in about 2 
months.

• Total cost was $866,000

• The membership is very happy with how quick, 
efficient and affordable the project was.

• Special thank you to my staff, the membership of 
Shoreacres, Tom Doak, Tom Shapland and the 
1937 Aerial.



Questions?


